Precautions when using opioid agonists for induction of anesthesia.
Opioids produce unpredictable anesthesia that is associated with poor muscle relaxation, prolonged onset, and relatively difficult intubation. They often induce bradycardia, which must be countered with atropine or glycopyrrolate, and hypoventilation, which requires ventilatory support. Return to consciousness is often delayed, making postoperative assessment of the patient's condition difficult. Finally opioid induction is relatively expensive compared with other anesthetic induction regimens.